See ability in disability.
See the difference? Be the difference!

EASTER SEALS CANADA
CHANGING LIVES FOR OVER 90 YEARS
www.easterseals.ca

ABOUT EASTER SEALS CANADA
Easter Seals is a trusted industry leader and Canada’s largest local
provider of programs, services, issues-leadership and development for the
disability community.
For more than 90 years, we have worked to enhance the quality of life,
self-esteem and self-determination of all Canadians living with disabilities.
Easter Seals Canada delivers nationwide programs to raise awareness
and critical funding, and our provincial organizations offer transformative
programs and services at the local level.
Serving a broad range of people—both children and adults—with varying
physical, intellectual, sensory and learning disabilities, we help to ensure
that everyone with a disability has access to the equipment, programs,
services and support they need to make the most of their abilities.

THE IMPACT OF OUR WORK

According to the Ontario Disability Employment Network,
more than 5.3 million Canadians—16% of the population in
this country—are living with some form of disability that affects
their level of freedom, independence or quality of life.
Living with a disability can be complex, difficult and expensive,
placing tremendous strain and stress on an individual or
family. What are typically seen as the simple everyday
routines and rhythms of life can be fraught with barriers,
challenges and obstacles—making life anything but simple.

THE IMPACT OF OUR WORK
Having a disability can severely limit a person’s ability to access their
world and enjoy the same experiences as their able-bodied peers. For
many, a disability can even affect how they see themselves and how
they view their own abilities. It can lead to lower self-confidence and
self-esteem which can cause them to doubt their potential and their
ability to contribute positively to their community.
Thankfully, Easter Seals is there to help with the programs, services,
support and assistance that Canadians living with disabilities need to
truly access their world and live life to the fullest.
With the support of our donors, sponsors and partners, Easter Seals
helps change the lives of children, youth and adults living with
disabilities from coast to coast.

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
ASSISTIVE & ADAPTIVE TECHNOLOGY
Easter Seals provides financial assistance and delivers a range of
direct-to-client programs to help ensure that Canadians living with
disabilities have access to the essential assistive, adaptive,
communications and learning technology they need to access their
world and maximize their independence. This includes things like:





Mobility equipment such as wheelchairs, walkers, specialized
strollers, scooter devices, leg braces and splints
Home modifications such as ramps, elevators, porch lifts, stair
lifts and ceiling track lift systems
Augmentative communication devices such as communication
boards, speech aids, computers and writing aids
Bath and toileting aids such as shower/bath chairs, commode
chairs, and transfer aids/lifts.

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Easter Seals offers a variety of specialized education and training
programs and services including:
 Education, job training and employment services for youth and young
adults who face barriers to employment—inspiring them to live positive
and productive lives
 Scholarships and bursaries to help cover the ever increasing cost of
post-secondary education and support youth with disabilities in their
pursuit of higher education
 Child life skills programming to enable children with disabilities to
improve functional ability and increase their participation at home, at
school and in their community

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
SPORT, RECREATION & LEISURE PROGRAMS
Easter Seals challenges and encourages Canadians living with
disabilities to get active and get involved. Our specialized, fullyaccessible sport, recreation and active living programs encourage
active participation and enhanced well-being. Programs include
activities such as:









Sledge hockey
Wheelchair basketball
Swimming
Rock climbing
Sailing, canoeing & kayaking
Boccia
I Can Bike camps
Music and dramatic arts

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
REHABILITATIVE & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Rehabilitative Therapy Programs: focus on preserving,
developing and restoring physical function and encouraging
renewed independence through functional mobility at work, home,
school and in the community.
Occupational Therapy Programs: focus on developing an ability
to perform activities of daily life, such as bathing, dressing,
cooking, and feeding. Through purposeful, everyday activity and
fine motor skill development, the goal is to enhance or restore lost
function and promote independence.

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Every summer, more than 6,000 kids living with disabilities attend one
of 14 specialized, fully-accessible Easter Seals camps across Canada.
At camp, every child—no matter their disability—receives the
encouragement and support they need to challenge themselves, build
confidence and make the most of their abilities.
Camp is a special place where kids can just be themselves and focus
on their abilities…not their disabilities. Camp is a place where
everything is accessible and there are no boundaries, no barriers, no
limits to what they can achieve. Camp provides a sense of freedom
and independence in an environment where anything is possible and
there is no such thing as disability. Camp is a place of “yes I can!”

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS
Easter Seals House – Vancouver, BC
Providing a home away from home, Easter Seals House offers out-of-town
families affordable accommodations when they have to bring their sick children to
Vancouver for medical treatment.
Easter Seals McQueen Residence – Edmonton, AB
In a community-based group living experience for adults with physical disabilities,
residents learn the life skills necessary for independent living in a community
setting. They share in the daily management of the house which gives them
confidence and prepares them for a more independent lifestyle in the future.
Papillon Residence & Auberge Pappilon – Montreal, QC
Delivering respite services for families of children with disabilities, Papillon
Residence & Auberge Pappilon provide a stimulating environment for kids and a
much needed breather for parents.

OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES
ACCESS 2 PROGRAM
The Access 2 Program is a landmark partnership between
Easter Seals Canada, Cineplex Entertainment and the
Canadian movie theatre and cultural attractions industries.
This national program allows people with permanent disabilities
to receive either free or significantly discounted admission for
their support person at member movie theatres, cultural
attractions and recreation facilities across Canada.
Continuing to grow year-over-year, the
Access 2 Program has nearly 50,000
active cardholders nationwide.
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